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COMMF-NTS ON s tatement op AO ,wc ^ P Mr nyr* nrr OFFICIAL 

Mail Stop Issue Fee 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This paper is filed in response to the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance presented in 
the Nonce of Allowance, dated February 23, 2004. The Applicants hereby request that this paper 
be entered as Comments on the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. All remarks herein arc 
made without prejudice. 

REMARKS 

In the section containing the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance, the Examiner states 
that, Method restricts (claims 40 " 43) of same device of independent claim 31 are also 
allowed/- It appears from this language that the Examiner is asserting that Claims 40 - 43 are 
dependent on Claim 3 1 . However, Claim 40 is a independent claim that does not depend on 
Cla^m 3 1 or any other claim. Claims 41 - 43 depend directly only on Claim 40. Therefore the 
Apphcam submits that it is inappropriate to assert that the device claimed in Claim 31 somehow 
tarn* the scope of Claims 40 - 43.. The Applicant submits that the scope of Claims 40 . 4* 
defined by the text of these claims and the equivalents to these claims, and not bv the Examine* 
Reasons for Allowance. 
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Tlie Applicant objects to the Kxaminer's Reasons for Allowance in regard to Claims 40 ~ 43 
since these reasons do noi at least recite the specific text used in the allowed independent Cllim 
4C 1 Ware,, the Applicant respectfully requests .thai the stated reason* for Claims 40 - 43 be 
withdrawn. The AppUcant further request that if the Examiner feels compelled to issue Reasons 

for Allowance, such reasons should use the actual jext o f each of the allowed independent 

claims. 
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